Jl 
WJs-- 28 


- 


. 


* 


— 


E. 


„ 


— 


* 
* 


N 


IT: 


„ 


* 


* 


- 


4 


4 


1d 2 
y tl 8 


* 
* 


* 


* 
5 


it 


— 


PREACH 


a 
45 | 


o 


" 


ED 


os 


* 


7 


— 


- 


, 


TIVERTON 


inted for 


— 


Being the Day appo 


* 


— 


1 


November 29, 1759. 


* 


- 


8 
2 
= 
© 
MN 
d 
oy 
<1 
—— 
_n 
S 
1 
: — 


% 


- 
. 
” 


o 


oun K 


o 


- 


* 


<> 


—_— 


Þ 
” 


2 


" 


wp. 


6 


rn 


— 


ARD 


\ a 
Mr. 


PE 


in 


N 
- 
* 


- 


” 


- 


8 | 


- 


- 


N 


IDDEL 
ll ; 


.# 


= 


OZE 


—— — 
. 


* EIS iow wag 


\ 


—— — — 
1 


FER 29, 24. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe 
man glory in his wiſdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, 
let not the rich mam glory in his 
riches. But let him that glorieth, 
glory in this; that he underſtandeth, 
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord 
which exerciſe loving-kindneſs, judg- 
ment and righteouſneſs in the earth; 
for in theſe things 1 Kali, Jn 
th e Lord. 


2 Hee A 30 3 the Prophet, in the 
2 words now read, cautions the 

Jews againſt a very ridiculous 

2 folly and dangerous error; 

IF2) © 

> &8= which, not only fingle men, 

but whole nations, do too 


N 


commonly fall into: and that is, They are 
apt to be mightily elated with thoſe natural 
A 2 or 


* 


[4] 


or acquired advantages, which give them 


any degree of eminence or diſtinction above 


others ; and with a blind and boaſtful con- 


fidence to rely upon thoſe advantages for 
their future ſecurity and happineſs, as upon 
a mountain immoveably fixed and eternally 
durable. Nothing can ſhew the ignorance, 
as well as the vanity and pride of the human 


Heart in a ſtronger light-than this does : In 


oe want of at- 


as much as it betrays a ſtrang 


tention to thoſe innumerable unexpected e- 
vents and myſterious revolutions in the af- 


fairs both of private men and of great em- 
pires, which very frequently ſtrip the moſt 
fortunate and moſt exalted of all their flat- 
tering honours, and fink them even below 
the objects of their former contempt and in- 
ſult . Moreover; there cannot be a more 


dangerous and fatal deception ; not only as 


it naturally tends to ſeduce men from a ſteady 
vigilance over their own ſafety, and from 
taking prudent meaſures for their defence 
againſt future contingencies ; but alfo as it 


argues very low and diſhonourable ſenti- 


ments of God's ſupreme and boundleſs power 
inthe government ofthe world, and is in ſome 
fort to bid defiance to the Almighty. Such 


vanity and arrogance therefore cannot fail 
of being diſpleaſing to him, who ruleth by 


his power for ever; and calls aloud for 
e ay | - ſome 
Fortuna plerumque eos, quos plurimis beneficiis, 


ornavit, ad duriorem caſum reſervat. Hirtins de Bella Alex- 


C 


andrino. cap. 25. 


* 


be 


4 
— 


5 
ſome humbling ſtroke of divifie providence 
to teach ſuch men their error by their pu- 
niſhment. And indeed, if the great ſove- 
reign of the world does not ſuddenly give a 
check to theſe proud and vain imaginations; 


the reaſon often is, that a preceeding ſcene 


of flattering. proſperity may make his rod 
more ſenſibly felt at laſt, and render the pu- 
niſhment of human vanity more exemplary 
and conſpicuous “. 

We have as clear and certain evidence, 
as the nature of the thing will admit of; that 
God governs the world, and regulates all the 
affairs of mankind ; that he exerciſes an un- 
controulable dominion over all beings, and 
has a ſupreme influence over all events; and 
that the whole of his government is con- 
ducted with moſt perfect righteouſneſs and 
goodneſs, Now did mankind attend, as 
they ought, to this molt important and in- 
tereſting truth : they could not but be con- 
vinced, that the knowledge we have of 
God's ſupreme, and univerſal, and righteous 


* This conduct of divine Providenee did not paſs unob- 
ſerved among the wiſer heathens. Remarkable is the an- 
ſwer of Cæſar to the inſolent boaſts of the Helvetii ; who, 


elated with a former victory over Caſſius, .confidently relied 


upon their military virtue and bravery to procure for them 
the like ſucceſs againſt the arms of Cæſar. Having ag 
them with ſeveral acts of violence and injuſtice, he adds, 
Conſueſſe Deos immortales, quo gravios homines ex 
commutatione rerum doleant, quos pro ſcelere eorum 
ulciſci velint, his ſecundiores interdum res, et diuturni- 
orem impunitatem concedere. De Bello Gallico. L. 1. 


cap. 14. 


= 


61 
providence over us, and the whole creation 
around us, is the ſole foundation of all ſolid 
confidence and hope, the alone ſource of all 
rational joy and triumph, the only bulwark 
of human happineſs worthy to be gloried in. 
Wherefore then with great reaſon God ſo- 
lemnly admoniſhes his people: Thus ſaith 
the Lord ; let not the wiſe man glory in his 201 
dom, neither let the mi ghty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in bis riches. 
But let him that glorieth, glory in this: that 
he underſtandeth, and knoweth me; that I am 
the Lord which exerciſe loving-kindnefs, Judg- 
ment and righteouſneſs in the earth : for in theſe 
things I delight, faith the Lord. 
We are now aſſembled together to offer 
up our ſolemn ſacrifice of thankſgiving to 
God for thoſe many fignal favours and glo- 
rious ſucceſſes, which he has been pleaſed 
to vouchſafe to this nation thro' the courſe 
of the preſent year. What then do we think 
to be the moral intention of this duty? Why 
are we enjoined to return thanks to God for 
bleſſings received? Can he be pleaſed or de- 
| lighted with our praiſes on account of any 


benefit, which he derives to himſelf from 


them ? Can we hereby add any thing to his 
eſſential glory and bleſſedneſs? By no means. 
The whole deſign of this duty is to keep up 
within our own minds a ſenſe of our depen- 
dance upon God, and of our obligations to 
im; to raiſe our thoughts above the imme- 
diate and viſible cauſes of the national proſ- 
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perity and glory; to reſtrain us from vainly 
idolizing or confiding in ſecondary and infe- 
rior agents ; to teach us to regard our victo- 
rious fleets and armies but as means made 
uſe of by the. almighty Sovereign of the 
world to carry on his righteous deſigns ; to 
put us in remembrance, that our worthy pa- 
triots, our great ſtateſmen, our wiſe coun- 
ſellors, our able commanders, are but inſtru- 
ments in his hands to accompliſh the high 
purpoſes of his gracious providence ; to im- 
Wr upon our ſouls the moſt lively appre- 

enſions of him, as the effective cauſe and 
original giver of every good and perfect gift; 
to cheriſh and ſtrengthen within us ſenti- 
ments of humility and pious gratitude to- 
wards him; and to diſpoſe us to glory only 
in his ſupreme dominion over us. To com- 
ply therefore with the deſign of ſetting apart 
this day, I have choſen the words now read 


to you, and they naturally lead me to make 
the two following obſervations : 


Firſt. That neither wiſdom, might, nor 
riches are fit objects to be confid:d or 
gloried in: Thus faith the Lord, Let 
not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his 

might, let not the rich man glory in his 
riches. | 

Secondly. That our knowledge of God's 
ſupreme and moſt righteous providence 

over the world is alone worthy to be 


glo- 


LEY 

gloried in by us, as it is the only foun- 
dation of our ſecurity and happinels. 
But let him that glorieth, glory in this: 
that he under/tandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord, which exerciſe lov- 
ng-kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs 
in the earth: for in thefe things I de- 
light, faith the Lord. Gr, 


And then apply the ſubject to the occafion 


of this day. 


Firſt. I obſerve that neither wiſdom, 
might, nor riches are fit objects to be 
confided or ploried in. | 


Wiſdom ; or an extenfive knowledge, 
profound 1kill, refined policy in managing 
things for a perſon's own intereſt : Power ; 
or an ability to execute thoſe ſchemes, and 
to repel all the oppoſition of his adverſaries: 
Riches; or the poſſeſſion of thoſe things, 
which conſtitute worldly proſperity and gran- 
deur: Theſe are advantages, which above 
all others ſwell the mind with empty notions 


of its own ſelf-ſufficiency ; and produce a 
boaſtful vanity and infolence : and therefore 


theſe are particularly enumerated in the 
words of the text. I ſhall conſider each of 
them ſeperately. 

1. Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom. 
Did we conſider that all out wiſdom is de- 
rived from God, the author of our frame; 
that, whatever eminence we pofleſs in this 

| reſpect, 
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reſpect, we have received it from him; and 
that upon his will and good pleaſure we de- 
pend for the continuance of it: we ſhould 
fee but little reaſon to be ſelf confident, vain, 
and boaſtful on this account. For tobo maketh 
thee to differ from another? And what haſt thou © 
that thou didſt not receive? Now if thou didft re- 
ceive it, why deft thou glory as if thou hadft not 
received it? 1 Cor. iv. 7. And as God is the o- 
riginal fountain of all e wiſdom; ſo he 
can bound and limit, controul and direct 
it in all its operations and effects; he can 
withdraw the uſe of it, when he pleaſes; he 
can extinguiſh the brighteſt underſtanding ; 
throw a cloud over the moſt penetrating 
judgment ; ſpread confuſion thro' the coun- 
ſels of the moſt ſagacious; baffle the mea- 
ſures of the ableſt politicians ; and make the 
beſt formed ſchemes, inſtead of accomplith- 
ing their ends, ſerve to draw-down ruin and 
deſtruction upon the heads of their authors ; 
and thus he can render all the efforts of hu- 
man wiſdom vain and fruitleſs, It was a 
ſaying among the heathens, that “ fortune 
(by which they underſtood the providence 
of God, bringing about events by ſecret and 
hidden cauſes) makes him a fool whom ſhe | 
intends to deſtroy. To the fame pur oſe is 
the language of ſcripture. The vr dom of 
roi world is fool: fone with God, for it is 

written, 


_ * Stultum facit fortuna, quem vult perdere. y ſen- 
tentize, 


[ 30 ] 
written, He taketh the wiſe in their own craf- 
tineſs: and again, The Lord knoweth the 


thoughts of the wiſe, that they are vain. 


1 Cor. iii. 19, 20. And ſo exceedingly vain 
are they, that under the direction of God's 
| all-comprehenſive and unerring wiſdom, 
even the moſt unlikely means, the moſt de- 
ſpiſed and contemptible inſtruments ſhall 
prevail againſt them; ſo that the fooliſh 
things of the world ſhall confound the wiſe. 
Do but then ſet human wiſdom in com- 
pariſon with the divine; and all its little 
glitterings will diſappear and totally vaniſh 
away before the boundleſs ſplendor of his 
wiſdom, whoſe fooliſhneſs is wiſer than 
men. 
2. Let not the mighiy man glory in his might. 
Our own pr ſtrength, and bravery, and 
courage, how little and how inconſiderable 
a thing is it? How inſignificant and uſeleſs 
againſt innumerable dangers and evils, which 
beſet us around ? How impotent and vain 
againſt thoſe many injuries, to which we are 
expoſed ? How weak and defenceleſs againſt 
that multitude of enemies, which may aſ- 
ſault us? And therefore how inadequate 
and inſufficient to our ſecurity and happi- 
neſs ? To read theſe expoſtulations of God 
with Job, (Chap. xl. 9g — 14.) is ſufficient 
to ſilence all the boaſtings of the man, vain 
of his might and ſtrength. Haft thou an arm 
like God? or canſt thou thunder with a voice 
like him? Deck thyſelf now with majeſty ane 
wm 1 excel- 


5 1 
exxcellency, and array thyſelf with glory and 
beauty. Caft abroad the rage of thy wrath ; 
and behold every one that is proud, and abaſe 
him. Look on every one that is proud, and 
bring him low ; and tread down the wicked in 
their place. Hide them in the duſt together, 
and bind their faces in ſecret. Then will I 
alſo confeſs unto thee, that thine own right 
hand can ſave thee. | 
But if we further conſider might, as 
comprehending all thoſe forces and ſuc- 
cours, which a man is capable of procuring 
for his defence ; even then man will ap- 
pear a very feeble and helpleſs creature. 
here among our brethren, the ſons of 
men, can we find protection and ſecurity ? 
Surely (as the pſalmiſt ſays, pſalm Ixii. 9.) 
men of low degree are vanity (both in reſpect 
of their inability to help us, and of the 
fickleneſs and inconſtancy of their affection 
towards us) and men of high degree are a lie 
(all their exterior pomp and grandeur, and 
magnificence, is but an empty vapour, a 
ſhining deluſion) 7% be laid in the balance 
they are altogether lighter than vanity. And 
if there was no other thing to convince us, 
that there is no ſecurity, no ſolid depen- 
dance to be placed upon even the greateſt 
of the ſons of men: this one circumſtance 
would be ſufficient; that he is a mortal 
being, continually liable to death; zhat bis 
breath goeth forth, be Foo 70 bis earth, 
| 2 | | IN 
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in that very day bis Bare periſh, pſalm 


cxlvi. 4. 


But put the caſe, that we ourſelves, were 


numbered among the mighty gods of the 
earth ; or at leaſt that we are incorporated 
into thoſe mighty national ſocieties, which 
- have the moſt powerful armies and the moſt 
warlike troops, ſupplied with all the im- 


plements of war, and armed with all the 
machines of {laughter and death, ready to 
act with united force for our defence. Cer- 


tain it is, that nothing elates the mind of 
man with ſo much pride and vanity as this ; 


nothing is ſo much confided and gloried in, 


The ancient Germans boaſted before Cæ- 


far *, that they had a people among them, 


whom not even the immortal gods could 
equal; and that they could ſubdue the 
greateſt power upon earth. And no leſs 
- haughtily that ſame Cæſar tells the Spa- 
Wt F, that the Roman people had ten 
legions, who could not only withſtand them, 
but even ſtorm heaven itſelf. But ſuch ſay- 
ings as theſe are as full of extravagance 


and abſurdity, as of impiety. In truth, not 
the moſt numerous and martial 8 can 


yield us any foundation for confidence and 


ſecuritx. 


* 9 "i. e. ſuevis) ne dii quidem immortales 
pares eſſe poſſint * reliquum quidem in terris eſſe neminem, 


quem non ſuperare poſſint. Cefar de Bello Gallico, L. 4. 


Cap. 7. : 

* An — non animum adyertebatd, x habere legiones 
populum Romanum, quæ nan ſolum vobis obſiſtere, ſed 
etiam cœlum diruere poſient ? 


\ We K * 
N F 
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ſecurity. So ſtrange are the accidents and 
- occurrences of things; ſo many ways has 
God to humble the pride of man: that if 
he pleaſes, when we cry to theſe our com- 
panions to deliver us, the wind ſhall car 
them all away, vanity. ſhall take them. 
There 1s no king ſaved by the multitude of an 
hoſt; a mighty man is not delivered by much 
a ſtrength. An horſe is a vain thing for ſafety, 
hs neither ſhall he deliver any by his great 
ſtrengtb, pſal. xxxiii. 16, 17. 
Moreover, beſides all this let us ſuppoſe, 
that we have all the advantages of fituation 
to boaſt of, ftrong-holds and mighty bul- 
. warks to ſcreen us, the great ocean to en- 
| circle us, and proud navies to ſtrike terror 
into our enemies: yet how eafy is it to the 
Almighty to level all theſe our honours in 
the duſt, to make a path for our enemies 
through the mighty waters, to deliver us 
into their hands, and to ſay to us as he did 
to Edom, Jer. xlix. 16. Thy terribleneſs hath 
decerved thee, and the pride of thine heart, O 
thou that divelleſt in the clefts of the rock, that 
holgeft the height of the bill: tho thou ſhouldeſt 
- make thy neſt as high as the eagle, I will bring 
thee down from thence, faith the Lord *. Rx 
/ W 


* When the Gauls under Vercingetarix were in arms 
againſt Cæſar, they had all the advantages of ſituation on 
their fide. He was ſeparated from them by the mountains 
of the Cevennes, which (it being in the depth of winter) 
were covered with ſnow, ſix feet deep; and over which, 
at that ſeaſon of the year, never human foot had =_ 

a | / | 8 
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how eaſily can he turn all this our glory 


into ſhame? And though we have none 
but enfeebled, exhauſted, vanquiſhed ene- 


mies to oppoſe us, yet how eaſily can he 
clothe them with victory, and cauſe them 
to lay waſte all our ſtrength in the fury of 


battle, and in the pride of triumph? Thus 


by enabling the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty, 
he can convince human vanity, that even 
the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men. 

Let not the rich man glory in bis riches. 
Riches undoubtedly have, their advantages ; 


but they are among the laſt things, which 


a wiſe man, or a wiſe nation, would confide 
or glory in. The riches of a private perſon 
add 


This gave them ſuch confidence of their ſafety, that they 
were under no appr zhenſion of a ſurprize from him: Quod 


ſe Cevenna, ut muro, munitos exiſtimabant, ac ne ſingu- 


lari quidem unquam homini eo tempore anni ſemitæ patu- 
erant, Cæſar de Bello Gallico. L. 7. Cap. 8. But Cæſar 
ſurmounted all theſe difficultjes, opened a way for his army, 
and ſoon convinced them, how vain their confidence had 
been. And does not this remind us of a ſimilar fate, which 
befell the modern Gauls in the late victory obtained over 
them by the brave general Wolfe at Quebec, where Pro- 


| vidence fo remarkably appeared on our fide? Could an 
advantageous ſituation, or the ſtrongeſt fortifications of art 


and nature have afforded any certain ſecurity, the French 
had been ſecure. To evince the truth of this, we need 
only repeat what admiral Saunders ſays in his letter to the 
Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Pitt, When general Wolfe, 
and the troops with him, had landed, the difficulty of gain- 
ing the top of the hill is ſcarce credible : it was very fteep 
in its aſcent, and high, and had no path where two could 

o abreaſt; but they were obliged to pull themſelves up 
by the ſtumps and boughs of trees, that covered the decli- 
vity.” But God's right hand and holy arm hath gotten 
him the victory. | | | 


# 


[ x9 } 
add no real worth or excellence to the poſ- 
ſeſſor: frequently they nouriſh bad quali- 
ties of mind within him, and are the 3 
of a variety of evils to him. The poſſeſſion 
of them is very unſtable and uncertain; 
and they often take to themſelves wings, 
and fly away, as an eagle towards heaven. 
The wealth and opulence of a nation 
(whether it is the product of fertile lands, 
or the acquiſition of commerce) ſerves only 
When employed aright, to procure forces 
for the publick defence ; and therefore can 
be the object of no greater confidence than 
I have ſhewn thoſe forces to be, which it 
procures. But very generally riches prove 
_ deſtructive to national virtue, and corrupt 
the publick morals; they emaſculate the 
minds of. a people, unbend the nerves of 
their fortitude and courage, and fink them 
into a ſtate of luxury and ſoftneſs; and 
thus eat out the very finews and ſtren 
of government itſelf. For this reaſon Ly- 
curgus, the wiſe law-giver of the Spartans 
conſider'd riches as the moſt fatal enemy of 
a commonwealth ; and taught his. people 
— prefer an honourable and virtuous po- 
verty. And the experience of that people 
afterwards gave teſtimony to the wiſdom of 
their admired legiſlator. © Whilſt Sparta 
(ſays a learned and excellent French au- 
he *) remained poor, and perſiſted in the 
I __ contempt 


* Rollin on the love of Poverty inſtituted at Sparta, in 
his ancient hiſtory, Kc. 
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contempt of gold and filver, which con- 
tinued for ſeveral ages, ſhe was powerful- 
and glorious ; and the commencement of 
her decline may be dated from the time, 
when ſhe began to break through the fevers... 
prohibition of Lycurgus againſt the uſe of ß 
gold and filver money.” And indeed he 
has ſo far the experience of the whole 
world on his fide, as that all the ancient 4 
empires of the earth have been deſtroyed 
by thoſe corruptions, of which their own 
exorbitant wealth and riches have been the 
Worre. | X 
Moreover ; riches have a natural tendeh. 
cy, not only to break down the barrier of a p 
nation's ſecurity by undermining the foun- 
dation of it's moral principles and manners, 
but to raiſe up and multiply foreign adver- 
faries againſt it. The greater are a people's 
riches, the greater is the plunder to be ra- 
vaged from them, and the ſtronger is the 
allurement to an ambitious and greedy ene- 
my to aſſault them. What therefore God 
threatens to the Ammonites, whom riches 
and wealth had corrupted, is nothing more 
than was to be expected in the natural 
courſe of things. Wherefore glorieſt thou in 
the vallies, thy flowing valley, O backſiiding 
daughter ? that truſted in ber treaſures, ſay- 
ing, Who ſhall come unto me? Behold I ail 
bring a fear upon thee, ſaith the Lord God of 
hoſts, from all thoſe that be about thee, and ye 
Hall be driven out every man Fg forth, and 
| none 
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none ſhall gather up him that wandereth, Jer. 
xlix. 4, 5- When a nation therefore, boaſt- 
ful of its riches, is thus brought to deſtruc- 
tion by them; how vain does this it's glory 


and confidence appear? How juſt the pu- 


niſhment which follows? And what wiſe 
ſpectator is not ready to contemn and re- 
proach ſuch a people, and to ſay; Lo! this 
is the nation that made not God its ſtrength; 
but truſted in the abundance of its 5 
and ſtrengthened itſelf in its wickedneſs ? 
From theſe reflections then upon wiſdom, 
might, and riches, what have we to do, 
but to lift up our hearts in humble ado- 
ration of the almighty and all-righteous pro- 
vidence of God, and deyoutly acknowledge, 
that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence? 
We through the preceding courſe of the 
preſent year have ſeen our publick counſels 
conducted with great wiſdom and prudence, 
We have ſeen our armies ſpread terror and 
diſmay thro' the hoſts of our enemies; and 
gather up the faireſt laurels of victory and 
military glory. We have ſeen our fleets 
arrived to that perfection of ſtrength and 
excellency, as to be the admiration of all 
the nations around us, and the dread and 
ſcourge of our enemies in every climate of 
the earth. We have ſeen our land loaded 
with her tteaſures in a rich abundance: the 
weather remarkably favourable during the 
appointed times of harveſt: the ſun walk- 
ing in his ſtrength, almoſt without a cloud, 
| One 
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one day, one week after another; and 
ſhining forth upon the ripened grain, as if 
purpoſely inſtructed by his glorious Maker 
to lengthen out the ſeaſon for laying up the 
corn in its ſtore-houſes; and thereby to 
ſupply the want of thoſe numerous hands, 
which had been called off to wield the 
weapons of Wap, from their more delightful 
employment of gathering in'the fruits of the 
earth. We have ſeen the national wealth 
mightily encreaſed by many and great ac- 
quiſitions from our enemies; and a proſ- 
perous commerce perpetually pouring in 
freſh riches upon us. Amidſt this dazzling 
luſtre of national wiſdom, might, and riches, 
I would hope, we do not loſe fight of the 
great author and ſource of all this national 
telicity and glory, the only ſupreme object 
of our confidence, joy, and gratitude. But 
let human vanity and pride ſpeak out. Is 
there no danger of this in our preſent cir- 
cumſtances? Deut. xxxii. 15. Jeſhurun wax- 
ed fat, and kicked ; then be forſook God which 
made him, and lightly eſteemed the rock of his 
ſalvation. To guard ourſelves then againſt 
falling into this dangerous error and impiety, 

let even the appointment of this day inſtruct. 
us. The king calls upon us Avi the 
throne to offer up our ſolemn thankſgiving 

to God for the wonderful goodneſs of his 
providence towards us : He does this with 
the advice of his council; among whom are 
| rac thoſe 


'* yz, to ſerve in the militia, 
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thoſe nobles and great ſtateſmen of our land, 
to whom under God we owe our publick 
proſperity and happineſs. Theſe great per- 
ſonages themſelves direct us to conſider 
them but as the miniſters of God to us for 
good, the inſtruments of his divine and 
gracious providence; and admoniſh us, that 
all our praiſes are ultimately due to that 
ſovereign Ruler of the world, who ſitteth 
upon the circle of the earth, and the inha- 
bitants thereof are as graſhoppers; who 
ſtretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and 
ſpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in; 
who bringeth the princes to nothing; 
who maketh the judges of the earth as va- 
nity. But this leads me to e 


Secondly: That our e of God's 
ſupreme and moſt righteous providence 
over the world is alone worthy to be 
gloried in by us; as it is the only 
foundation of our ſecurity and hap- 
pineſs. But let him that glorieth, glory 
in this; that he underſtandeth and know- 
eth me; that I am the Lord which ex- 
erciſe loving - kindneſs, Judgment and 
righteouſneſs in the earth : for in theſe 


things 1 delight, ſaith the Lord. 


It cannot but have appeared from what 
has been ſpoken under the preceeding head 
of diſcourſe, that there is no ſolid founda- 
tion for our hope and truſt but in the pro- 

6:6 2 vidence 


the world. Pal. xix. 


1 


vidence of God. Let us then briefly re- 


collect the clear and full diſcoveries, Sch, - 
God has given us, of his being, of his ſu- 
preme and univerſal government, and of 


his righteous and equal adminiſtration of 
affairs. 


All nature bears the viſible impreſſions 


of his eternal power, wiſdom, and good- 


neſs. All the changes and events, which 
happen around us, loudly declare the ope- 
ration of his ſupreme and univerſal provi- 
dence. The bare proſpe& of the heavens 
and of the earth unfolds to us ſuch a ſcene 


of grandeur and magnificence, as ſufficient- 


ly diſcovers the whole to be the workman- 


| ſhip of a being infinitely wiſe and power- 


ful. The ſtructure, furniture, and beauty 
of this great univerſe ; the connection, de- 
pendance, and mutual influences of all its 
parts ; gloriouſly reveal the great Creator 
to all his rational and intelligent offspring. 
So conſpicuous are theſe ſignatures of his 


hand; ſo well adapted to all capacities, 


that in all ages and in all nations the being 
of a God has been acknowledged for a 
molt certain truth. Thus the pſalmiſt 
ſpeaking of the works of nature, tells us. 
There 1s no ſpeech nor language, where their 
voice is not heard. Their line is gone out thro 
all the eariÞ, and their words to the end of 


3, 4. 


And as we know that he 1s the creator 


of all things: ſo with equal certainty we 


underſtand 
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underſtand and know him to be the Lord, 
to be the ſupreme governour of the world, 
to have an abſolute and unlimited domi- 
nion; againſt which no reſiſtance can be 
formed, and to which all created might 
muſt neceſſarily be ſubject. God hath ſpoken 
once; twice have I heard this (ſays the Pſalmiſt, 
Pf. Ixii. 11.) that power belongeth unto God. 
As if he had ſaid, of this we have the 
higheſt poſſible proof and certainty ; that 
power, original, uncontroulable power is 

the ſole property of God; that he is the 
only ſource and fountain of all power. 
And certainly he, that created all beings, 
and gave them their reſpective capacities 
and powers, muſt himſelf poſſeſs an abſo- 
lute dominion over the works of his own 
hands ; muſt be capable of reſuming theſe 
his own gifts at his pleaſure, or of reſtrain- 
ing and limiting the exerciſe of them, in 
what manner Ne ſces fit. Conſequently, 
no ſorce can be employed in oppoſition to 
him; no power can be exerted, but under 
his influence and by his aſſiſtance. Thine, 
O Lerd, is the greatneſs, and the power, and 
the glory, and the vidtery, and the majeſly : 

Ver all that is in the heaven, and in the earth, 
is thine : tone is the kingdom, O Lord, and 
thou art exalted as head above all. Bath 
riches and honour come of thee, and thou 
reigneſt over all; and in thine hand ts power 
and might ; and in thine hand it is to make 
great, and lo gre ſirength unto all. 1 Chron. 


XXIX, 
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xxix, 17, 12. Among the Gods there is none 
like unto thee, O Lord; .neither are there 
any works like unto thy works. All nations 
whom thou haſt made ſhall come and worſhip 
* before thee, O Lord; and hall glorify thy 
name. For thou art great, and doeſt won. 
derous things; thou art God alone. Pſalm 
Ixxxvi. 8, 9, 10. 

In the very nature of things then the 
dominion of God is unrivalled and reſiſt- 
leſs. And if we ſearch into the hiſtories of 
nations and empires; we ſhall on infinite 
occaſions diſcern the great ruler of the 
world, in the moſt unbounded and unre- 
ſtrained exerciſe of this his univerſal domi- 
mou, bringing about events, and determin- 

the conſequences of thoſe events, in 
ſpite of all the wiſdom - and policy, the 
might and ſtrength of mortal men. To 
mention but one inſtance, which ſcripture 
aftords us, the taking of ancient Babylon 
by the Medes and Perſians. This city was 
the ſeat of the vaſt Aſſyrian empire ; was 
famous throughout the Eaſt for knowledge, 
wiſdom, and learning; boaſted of its magi 
and aſtrologers, who confidently predicted 
eternal proſperity and glory to it; its gates 
were of braſs; its walls, by their height 
and ſtrength, were impregnable againſt any 
force, which could be brought againſt it, 
with a mighty army to defend them: and 
when Cyrus undertook the fiege, its in- 
habitants were e with proviſions for 

4 no 
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no leſs than twenty years. So that it is not 
ſufficient to ſay, that at this time, when 
this event was predicted, the accompliſh- 
ment of it was in the higheſt degree im- 
probab'e ; but even, when the enemy ap- 
peared before it, the beſieged were ſo little 
intimidated, ſo confident and ſecure, that 
they regarded the attempt with ſcorn, nor 
even ſuffered themſelves to be interrupted - 
by it in the purſuit of any of their pleaſures 
or debaucheries: and Cyrus himſelf de- 
ſpaired of ſucceeding by any open attack. 
See now, how the almighty hand of God 
led and conducted him. He diverted the 
courſe of the great river Euphrates, and by 
its channel entered and ſurprized the city ; 
whilſt the king and nobles. of Babylon 
were drowned in feſtivity and drunken- 
neſs. But obſerve farther the all-diſpoſing 
providence of God, in determining the 
future conſequences of things. By the 
{ame event, by the ſame inſtrument, which 
brought ruin and deſtruction upon this 
mighty empire, God raiſes up the Jews; 
a wretched, deſpiſed, enſlaved people; held 
in miſerable captivity and bondage at Ba- 
bylon : reſtores them to their native land: 
and eſtabliſhes them a reſpectable and proſ- 
perous nation. What a wonderful inſtance 
is this of the almighty power of God? 
And how exactly does he fulfil what he 

had promiſed to the Jews. Thus ſaith the 
Lord thy redeemer, and be that fermed thee 


from 


1 


from the woinb; I am the Lord that wateth 
all things, that Fretcheth forth the heavens 
alone, that ſpreadeth abroad the earth by my- 
felf*: That fruſtrateth the tokens of the liars, 
and maketh diviners mad (alluding to the 
vain perditions of the aſtrologers), that turn- 
eth wiſe men backward, and maketh their 
knowledge'fooliſh : That rontirmeth the word 
of his” ſervant, and performeth the counſel of. 
his meſſengers; that faith to Jeruſalem, Thou 
ſhalt be inhabited ; and to the cities of Judah, 
2e ſhall be built, and T will raiſe up the de- 
cayed places thereof : . That ſaith to the deep 
(to the Euphrates) be dry, and J ill dry © 
thy rivers : That ſaith of Cyrus, He 1s my + 
ſhepherd, and ſhall perform all my pleaſure, 
even ſaying to Feruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built; 
and to the temple, Thy foundation Hall be laid. 
Iſaiah xliv. 24—25. 
Moreover; as we thus know him to be 
the Lord; ſo no leſs certain are we, that 
he exerciſeth loving- kindneſs, judgment 
and righteouſneſs in the earth; 'and that 
in theſe things he delighteth. He is the 
author of being; the giver of life; the 
fource of all that happineſs, which we 
and all our fellow-creatares enjoy; he 
opens his hand and fills us ah good; 
he cauſeth the ſun to know his riſing 
and going down; he. gives rain from 
heaven and fruitful ſeaſons, znd fills our 
heart with food and gladneſs; he loads 
the earth with plenty, and crowns the 
year 


„ 
year with goodneſs. Every thing about us 
diſplays his univerſal benevolence, and pro- 
claims his affection towards all. What 
ſtronger aſſurance then can we have, that 
in his government of the world he will, as 
the common parent of all, without reſpect 
of perſons act towards all with lenity, equi- 
ty, and righteouſneſs ? Pſal. xxxiii. 4, 5, 10, 
II, 12. The word of the Lord is right, and 
all bis works are done in truth. He loveth 
righteouſneſs and judgment; the earth is full 
of the goodneſs of the Lord. The Lord bring- 
eth the counſel of the heathen to nought ; he 
maketh the devices of the people of none effect. 
The counſel of the Lord ſtandeth for gver, the 
thoughts of bis heart to all generations. Bleſ- 
fed is the nation whoſe God is the Lord, and 
the people whom he hath choſen for bis own in- 

beritance. 
Thus then we know that the affairs of 
the world arc in the hands of an infinitely | 
righteous and good Being: and it is infi- 
nitely happy for us to be aſſured of this joy- 


ful truth; ſince from hence we derive the - 


firmeſt aſſurance of poſſeſſing every private 
and publick bleſſing in that meaſure and de- 
gree, which to infinite wiſdom and infinite 
goodneſs ſeems convenient for us. In the 
knowledge therefore of this truth, and in 
that only, every man will glory and tri- 
umph. Pſal. xcvii. 1. The Lord reignetb, let 
the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of Nes be 
glad _ 

= Thus 
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Thus have I finiſhed what I propoſed 
from the text; and will now apply the ſub- 
je to the occaſion of this day. | 
1. Let us be ever thankful to God bist 
marvellous goodneſs towards our native 
country. Pſal. xlviii. 11-14. Let mount Zion 
rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, 
becauſe of thy judgments. Walk about Zion, 
and go round heck ber ; tell the towers theres 
%. Mark ye well her bulwarks, confider her 
palaces ; ; that ye may tell it to the generation 
following. For this God is our God for. ever 
and ever. Carefully ſurvey that ſtate gf ſe- 
curity, glory, and triumph, to which God 
hath raiſed our native country. But let us 
remember, that it is he who hath done thoſe 
great things for us; that without him all 
our ſtrength and courage, all our bulwarks, 
armies, and fleets; all our wealth and riches 
are things of nought. Of this he has given 
us the moſt convincing proofs through the 
courſe of this war. At the commencement 
of it, when our ſtrength was entire and un- 
broken ; before any of our valuable 'blood 
had been ſhed; or any of our riches had 
been exhauſted :' With what ſhame and diſ- 
honour did our fleet return from the Medi- 
terranean ſea, and Minorca fall into the e- 
nemies hands. What various defeats did 
we receive; what ſavage cruelties did wo 
ſuffer from the hands of our enemies in 
the wild deſarts of America? What diſu- 
nion of our counſels, and murmuring a— 
4 2 * „ 
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mong our people at home? Who hath re- 
| Paired thole breaches : ? Who hath given u- 
nion, wiſdom, ſteadineſs, and vigour to our 
counſels? Who hath ſtrengthened the hands 
of our ſoldiers, and brought back victory 
to them in the day of battle? Again; what 
mighty powers of the earth have been en- 
gaged againſt us? How inconſfiderable the 
troops of us and of our allies, -when ſet in 
compariſon ? But who hath poured confu- 
fion upon their meaſures? Who hath turn- 
ed their wiſe men backward ? Who hath 
withheld {kill and ability from their gene- 
rals? Who hath cauſed their ſuperior num- 
bers to flee away before our conquering 
ſword ? Is it not the Lord, who can enable 
one to purſue a thouſand, and two to put 
ten thouſand to flight? Let us then ſay, 
Pſal. Ixxvi. 3, 5—12. There brake he the 
arrows of the bow, the ſhield, and the faword, 
and the battle. The flout-hearted are ſpoiled, 
they bave flept their fleep; and none of the © 
men of might have found their hands. At 
thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot 
and horſe are caft into a deep fleep. Thou, 
even thou, art to be feared : and who may 
and in thy fight when once thou art angry? 
Thou didft coat judgment to be heard from 
heaven; the earth feared, and was till. When 
God aroſe to judgment, to ſave all the meek of 
the earth. Surely the wrath of man ſhall 
praiſe thee ; the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou 
reſtrain. Vow and pay unto the Lord your 

tet: D God; 
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Cod; let all that be round about him bring 
preſents unto him that ought to be feared. He 
ſhall cut off the ſpirit of princes z be is terrable 
(0 £08 ines of the cant. EO fees 
2. Gratitude to the beſt of kings ſhould 
ſtill encreaſe our thankfulneſs to God for 
the bleſſings received. God exerciſeth lo- 
ving-kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs 
in . earth; he delighteth in theſe things, 
and in thoſe who imitate him herein. One 
might be almoſt tempted to conelude from 
hence, that God has bleſſed our monarch 
with ſuch an extraordinary length of days, 
and in the time of his old age crowned his 
arms with ſuch ſignal ſucceſſes; as if on 
purpoſe to honour and reward him in the 
moſt open manner for that juſtice and righ- 
teouſneſs, mildneſs and clemency which he 
has exerciſed in his government over us. 
Through the long courſe of his reign, how 
ſteadily has he purſued the true intereſt and 
happineſs of his ſubjects? No inſtance of 
oppreſſion, violence or cruelty from his 
hands have ever ſtained his annals. The 
facred rights of publick liberty have been 
inviolably preſerved. The properties of men 
guarded by the free, uninterrupted admi- 
niſtration of equal laws: All tyranny over 
the conſciences of men, and perſecution on 
account of religion, diſcountenanced and 
tepreſſed. He hath judged the people with 
righteouſneſs, and the poor with judgment. 
The mountains have brought peace to the 
ES 5 people, 
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people, and the little hills, by righteouſneſs; 
He hath judged the poor of the people, he 
hath ſaved the children of the needy, he 
hath broken'in pieces the oppreffor. Equity 
and mildneſs have been the diſtinguiſhing 
* excellencies of his government. This is a 
glorious, but it is a true deſcription of his 
reign, And ſhall we not rejoice in the ho- 
nours and rewards, which God has con- 
ferred upon him ? Let us then with united 
hearts and voices give thanks, and fay, 
Pſal. xxi. 3, 4, 5, 13. Thou preſenteſt him 
with the bleſſings of goodneſs; thou ſetteſt a 
crown of pure . on his head. He aſked life 
\ of thee, and thou gaveſt it him, even length of 
7 days for ever and ever. His glory is great in 
thy ſalvation ; honour and majeſly baſt thou 
laid upon him. Be thou exalted, O Lord, in 
thine own ft rength : fo will we ſing and praiſe 
my power. 
. 3. We ought, by every bai ex- 
preſſion of gratitude and reſpect, to do ho- 
nour to thoſe, whom God has made the 
inſtruments of his good providence towards 
us. What preater obligation can we be 
under ? What higher debt of gratitude can 
J we owe to any of our fellow creatures, than 
to thoſe who employ their time, devote their 
abilities, expoſe themſelves to fatigues, to 
dangers, and to death; in order to guard 
the publick fafety, to ſecure us and our 
properties from the ravages of our mercileſs 
enemies, and to preſerve peace and quiet 
within 
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within our borders? When we ſee a gene- 
ral engaged in an enterprize, the execution 
of which, he himſelf ſees, will be attended 
with the moſt alarming dangers; yet calm- 
ly determining to riſk. all. for his country“: 
When we ſee him bleeding with wounds ; 
yet continuing with a ſteady intrepidity to 
lead on his troops againſt the common. ene- 
my: When we ſee him juſt expiring ; yet 
rejoicing in death at the fignal ſervice, which 
he had done his country : What heart does 
not feel the warmeſt affection and gratitude 
to his memory +? When we ſee others re- 
turning from conqueſt and victory, in ſight 
of their native ſhore, juſt ready to. find reſt 
from their toils, and to receive the congra-, 
tulations of their fellow- ſuhjects; yet on a 
freſh alarm, unaſked, of their own volun- 
tary choice, returning to ſcenes of flaugh- 
ter and of death |: Surely we cannot be 
too grateful to ſuch men. God has honour- 
ed them by inſpiring them with ſuch exalt- 
ed minds, and by making them the inſtru- 
ments of his wonderful goodneſs towards 
us; and we ought to honour them. 
4. Lay: Let us ſhew mercy to the 
poor; and particularly, on the preſent oc- 
N | cs caſion, | 


dee the late general Wolfe's letter to the Right Hon. 
Mr. Secretary Pit. 8 
1 Theſe particulars are related of the late general Wolfe. 

+ When admiral Saunders, and general 'Townſhend, 
were entered the channel, on their return from Quebec ; 
being informed of the ſailing of the Breſt fleet, they altered 
© their courſe, and failed to join Sir Edward Hawke. 
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caſion, let us chearfully beſtow our alms. 
I ſhall at prefent uſe no other argument 
with you than this, that a faithful dif- 
charge of the amiable offices of humanity 
and goodneſs is the moſt certain method of 
procuring the favour and protection of di- 
vine providence ; and, of conſequence, this 
will be the beſt ſecurity of national proſ- 
perity and glory. Perhaps that noble ſpirit 
diſcovered in our publick charities (and 
which of late has been carried to that pitch 
of generoſity and goodneſs, as even to re- 
lieve our enemies, the unhappy French 
priſoners) may be one great reaſon of our 
preſent national glory. Certain it is that 
the prophet Iſaiah, ſpeaking in the name 
of God himſelf, urges the diſcharge of 

thoſe duties upon the Jewiſh nation from 
this conſideration. Then ſhall thy light break 
forth as the morning, pu thine bealth ſhall 
ſpring forth ſpeedily ; and thy righteouſneſs 
ſhall go before thee, the glory of the Lord 
ſhall be thy rereward. Ifaiah Iviii. 8. 
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